Summary of the event

Experiences with "WasserBLIcK" and interesting aspects in the context of "WISE"

15/16 February 2005 at the Hanse Office in Brussels
The large number of participants from 10 European countries as well as the introductory presentations demonstrated that digitally exchanging data concerning the water sector with EU Commission representatives and establishing EU-wide information systems is not only the concern of a few countries, it is in fact of general interest. A first effort to standardize the exchange of spatial data was undertaken by creating the GIS guidance document. These recommendations have been taken into account, for the most part, in the development of national data bases. It has become very apparent that only constant communication and transparency can be the key to success. 

It was expressed that the process of developing WISE should be regarded detached from the legal obligation to provide data in the reports for the implementation of the WFD.

The functional aspects of WISE were prepared in three subject categories, in order to enable a structured discussion of the concept elements of the yet-to-be-developed data communication and information system WISE in direct comparison with the operational WasserBLIcK system. 

1. The data base level

A considerable part of compliance checking is done on the data base level. The analysis of geometries only plays a secondary role. It was noted that the Commission's concepts for the data delivery for 2005, documented in the reporting sheets, were basically in line with the GIS guidance document. On the other hand, it became apparent that the textual descriptions do not guarantee a standardized communication of data. Apart from a textual description in data base tables, there are many instances where an encoding of information is imperative, if the data base contents are to be analyzed. The 25 templates drawn up in the course of WasserBLIcK, including the codes applied, were made available to the developers of WISE.

It was concluded that the goals for 2005 could be reached in this category (definition of and agreement on templates for data delivery in 2005 pursuant to data sheets and the definition of templates for the monitoring programmes), but that the work will certainly have to be continued in 2006, 2007.

2. Geo data

Cartographic components are essential to an information system for water issues. Almost every matter is related to space and can only be conveyed in a simple way by referring to this spatial component. There is no doubt that a comprehensive water body network is needed for a hydrological map. The Commission's experiences have shown that in this regard it cannot rely on the provision of adequate data by all the member states for the complete territory of the European Union. For this reason the Commission is creating a central data stock of water bodies, also to be used for the cartographic service of WISE. The CCM data set is being used as a basis. It was not ruled out that the CCM data stock could be substituted by data from member states, if superior data on a region was available from the member states. 

So far, the use of supra-regional depictions is planned for the cartographic concept of WISE. For the most part, the precise depiction of geometries from the member states is not rendered in this context. On river basin levels, the relevant facts are rather aggregated from the CCM data set by means of overlay operations on the basis of the complete data base contents including georeferencing to individual points. For the aggregation of individual values, methods have to be applied which are also decisive for the depiction detail. There were discussions on how detailed the aggregation should be. It was unanimously agreed that the question of how far the resulting cartographic products would be accepted on a political level would have to be answered in further meetings. In this context it was highlighted that a relatively close connection between technical solutions and product development options has to be acknowledged. 

3. Longer-term solutions

There was a general consensus on the importance of metadata for the documentation of geo data. Since no common valid profile for metadata exists for reports pursuant to the WFD, the profile for metadata used by WasserBLIcK was made available to the developers of WISE.

Finally, it was expressed that accompanying the INSPIRE initiative was an important task for the WFD GIS experts. The parties concerned should actively contribute to standardization in the hydrology sector in order to find their own interests represented in the requirements later on. 

All participants considered the realisation of the event to be very appropriate and successful. The exchange on complex matters and the insights gained were seen as another step towards the common goals. 

As the host, the Federal Environment Ministry would again like to thank all guests for their active participation. A special thanks is extended to the speakers who competently presented the topics which were to be discussed. All presentations can be found at WasserBLIcK: http://www.wasserblick.net/servlet/is/28483
